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“THE NEW COLOSSUS” (STROB 026)
The wait is finally over!!! The new and awe-inspiring third Frank the Baptist album has been released to thunderous cheers of joy that echo throughout the world, and to rave reviews. The new line-up featuring Benn Ra (Hatesex, ex-Diva Destruction) has recorded a massive milestone of an album in the elaborate and unmistakable Frank the Baptist style, full of melancholic power, dangerously intense atmosphere, and inspired production. Live and dancefloor stompers such as “If I Speak” and the instant classic “Harlot of Nations,” eruptive anthems such as “Nautical Miles,” anthracite ballads such as “Scars Forever,” or the epic masterpiece “Cosmonauts” - it's all there. 

Frank the Baptist are presenting their heroic canon in extraordinary, powerful live performances headlining the 10 year Jubilee of the Judgement Day Festival (Dornbirn, Austria) as well as the world renowned Wave Gothic Treffen (Leipzig, Germany) and Mera Luna (Hildesheim, Germany).  In addition, they are currently booking performances for the New Colossus Tour across the better venues of Europe in 2007-08.

And by the way, they’re not Baptists. 
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“Thank you, Frank the Baptist,” 

-Album of the Month

–Orkus Magazine, March 2007

“…a hot contender for Album of the Year.” 

–Sonic Seducer, March 2007

“…eleven über-Hits…a ‘must’ for every guitar-Goth-Rock fan.” 

–Zillo Magazine, March 2007

“…one of the first masterpieces of the 

young century.”

–Gothic Magazine nr.56
For booking & inquiries:

International: frankthebaptist@yahoo.com
Germany: frankthebaptist@yahoo.com
UK:  promo@thirteen13.co.uk
Web Presence: www.frankthebaptist.com
www.myspace.com/frankthebaptistmusic
European Concert Dates 2007-09:

27.01.07
Dominion Club/ Oscuro Fest, Magdeburg, DE

18.02.07
La Locomotive/ Festival de L’Erebe, Paris, FR

07.04.07
Judgement Day Festival, Dornbirn, A


19.04.07
CD Release Party, White Trash, Berlin, DE


16.05.07
Pagan Love Songs, Zwischenfall, Bochum, DE


17.05.07
Aachen, DE


26.05.07
Wave Gothic Treffen, Werk II, Leipzig, DE


08.06.07
Waregem, Belgium (with 45 Grave)


10.08.07
Summer Darkness Festival, NL


10.31.07
Drop Dead Festival, Prague, CZ

11.03.07
Ice Age Festival, Mainz, DE

12.08.07
Speakeasy Saloon Extravaganza, Berlin, DE


23.02.08
Creeper Fest, Vilnius, LT


14.03.08
Mulen Ruzas, Vicenza, IT


21.06.08
Fete De Le Musique: Planet Wave, Berlin, DE


09.08.08
Mera Luna Festival, Hildesheim, DE


17.10.08
Independent Festival, Warsaw, PL

28.03.09
Speakeasy Grande Finale Saloon show, Berlin, DE
Concert Review: Mera Luna 2008 Reflectionsofdarkness.com
Music & Performance:

FRANK THE BAPTIST surely still rank among the newer bands of the scene but when you hear (and see) them one could easily think the band would be old stagers. While many newer bands either still sound too much alike their big heroes and influences or follow too much of the scene's clichés (or both), FRANK THE BAPTIST impress with substance, originality and charisma. And the band displayed it's qualities from the start! After a short sound check vocalist and band founder Frank Vollmann began an impromptu a capella performance while the hangar began to fill up more and more. A short break and the "proper" FRANK THE BAPTIST show began. And the band started brilliantly, and then it even got better and better! The band really took delight in what they are doing on stage, and it translated perfectly onto the crowd. From eruptive Gothic Rock anthems to melancholic and intense moments, FRANK THE BAPTIST simply delivered all you could hope for.

Singer Frank Vollmann, who has an awe-inspiring voice, didn't even try to conceal the fun he had up there, and joked around with his band mates and the audience - a very communicative guy as it seems, and a pretty charismatic front man. The fans and those who came because of word-of-mouth loved the performance, and after songs like 'Signing Off' or 'Falling Stars' the show climaxed with the hymn 'If I Speak' - with the band members of CINEMA STRANGE joining FRANK THE BAPTIST on stage to deliver backing vocals (and to fool around with the FTB members *g*). A perfect and most amazing end to a great gig!

Setlist:

01. Sea legs on a train

02. Falling stars

03. Ever

04. Beg steal and borrow

05. Signing off

06. Silver is her colour

07. Nautical miles

08. Mary Magdalene of Kettner Blvd

09. When the sky

10. Bleeding in my arms

11. If I speak

Frank the Baptist are the freshest new band to enter the Indie/Goth genre since Sopor Aeternus. Having no similarity to the great Sopor Aetrenus, nor really to Fields of the Nephilim, Bauhaus, Christian Death or Sisters of Mercy for that matter. Frank the Baptist and carving their own path and thats something rarely if ever done in the indie/goth genre. Lately the Misfits have been the sole motivating factor of newly formed Goth bands all taking note on both their music and appearance really leaving the genre a bit stale. Tiger Army has an interesting approach with their strong rockabilly influence and Crampish leanings but Frank the Baptist is no where near any of that. They draw from New Wave and folk it seems mostly and while their debut has strong hints of 80s English pop their latest “The New Colossus” is a whole new animal entirely. This is the new way of Goth and surely in a very short time Frank the Baptist will over take the mainstream in a very big way!

Live

"FRANK THE BAPTIST always deliver!" (Thomas Thyssen, Pagan Love Songs)

Frank the Baptist began in the late 90s in San Diego, California by eponymous frontman Frank Vollmann.  Through various line-up changes, FTB built a loyal following through their atmospheric music and Frank’s unmistakable, powerful voice in live performances around the southwest US, Chicago and New York. 

On the strength of copies of early demo CDs which found their way over to Europe, independent Austrian label Strobelight Records was formed and quickly released “Different Degrees of Empty”(STROB 001) in 2003.    The CD was a critical success, a dancefloor favorite, and has since become an underground classic in the Indie, Rock, Punk, and Gothic-Deathrock-Wave circles.

In 2004, the second CD “Beggars Would Ride”(STROB 005) was released by Strobelight, and FTB toured Europe for the first time to enthusiastic audiences.  After headlining the Wave Gothic Treffen in May 2005 at the Parkbühne in Leipzig to a full ecstatic crowd, it became increasingly obvious that their success in Europe was outshining their success back in the states.

Frank Vollmann relocated to Berlin in 2006, joining long-time comrades Fez Wrecker (Bonniwell Music Machine, Fuzztones) and Benn Ra (Hatesex, ex-Diva Destruction), both of whom had coincidentally played in early incarnations of FTB in San Diego circa 1997-8.  East Berliner Phantomas joined on drums, and the new line-up debuted at The Villa in Leipzig on Friday the 13th, 2006. 

In November 2006, FTB went into Studio Wong in Berlin-Kreuzberg and recorded in three days what would become the group’s new charter and manifesto, “The New Colossus”(STROB 026).

When the band isn’t storming into cities like Paris, Frankfurt or Vilnius to enchant international audiences, they can likely be found plotting their next adventures from FTB headquarters, a little out of the way bar run by Frank and Fez called The Speakeasy Berlin.

Line-Up:

Frank The Baptist - Vocals & Guitars

Benn Ra - Bass

Fez Wrecker - Guitars

Phantomas - Drums

Frank the Baptist Biography

by Lucas Lanthier (Cinema Strange, Deadfly Ensemble, The Dirty Weather Project) 2005
Frank the Baptist never had humble beginnings. Here are a few local, San Diego headlines clipped from newspapers in the late nineties, before They bought their passports: “Local Underground Rock Band Given Key to the City,” “Mayor Forces Frank to Share Talents With the Rest of the World,” and “Baptist Staunches Rabid Monkey Attack- Singer/Guitarist Comes With Kung-Fu Grip!” 

You get the idea. So Frank the Baptist, after winning every 

Trophy and medal that San Diego had to offer, set out to share its vision of bonhomie and buttered toast with the Outer Marches. Starting with Los Angeles and other Southern California locales, they made media splashes large enough to dampen the lapels of several Austrian record label mobsters, and before long they were doing musical contract killings for Strobelight Records. That record deal has spawned, to date, two releases that only served to whet the North American scene¹s appetite, bringing the Baptist invitations to play in other states and at other festivals, not the least of which was the traveling behemoth Convergence, this time in Chicago for the 2004 event. European tours, more events in CaliforniaŠ The man in the top hat, and his troupe, is in great demand. Frank the Baptist has somehow invented a New Rock that everyone wants to hear, is grateful for, but somehow never existed. Frank the Baptist has climbed up and out of the tree fort, and is swaying in the high branches overhead. Frank the Baptist has grown wings, and we will listen to the music they make as they circle towards the sun. I only wonder one thing: when they get there, could it be that the Sun People will already have their T-shirts?

-Lucas Lanthier

Cinema Strange, Deadfly Ensemble
